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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. POMBO. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 1789, the bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
f

CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE ACT OF
1997

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2366) to transfer to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture the authority to
conduct the census of agriculture, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2366

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Census of
Agriculture Act of 1997’’.
SEC. 2. AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF AGRI-

CULTURE TO CONDUCT CENSUS OF
AGRICULTURE.

(a) CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE REQUIRED.—In
1998 and every fifth year thereafter, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall take a census of
agriculture.

(b) METHODS.—In connection with the cen-
sus, the Secretary may conduct any survey
or other information collection, and employ
any sampling or other statistical method,
that the Secretary determines is appro-
priate.

(c) YEAR OF INFORMATION.—The informa-
tion collected in each census taken under
this section shall relate to the year imme-
diately preceding the year in which the cen-
sus is taken.

(d) ENFORCEMENT.—
(1) FRAUD.—A person over 18 years of age

who willfully gives an answer that is false to
a question, which is authorized by the Sec-
retary to be submitted to the person in con-
nection with a census under this section,
shall be fined not more than $500.

(2) REFUSAL OR NEGLECT TO ANSWER QUES-
TIONS.—A person over 18 years of age who re-
fuses or willfully neglects to answer a ques-
tion, which is authorized by the Secretary to
be submitted to the person in connection
with a census under this section, shall be
fined not more than $100.

(3) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER.—The failure
or refusal of a person to disclose the person’s
social security number in response to a re-
quest made in connection with any census or
other activity under this section shall not be
a violation under this subsection.

(4) RELIGIOUS INFORMATION.—Notwithstand-
ing any other provision of this section, no
person shall be compelled to disclose infor-
mation relative to the religious beliefs of the
person or to membership of the person in a
religious body.

(e) GEOGRAPHIC COVERAGE.—A census under
this section shall include—

(1) each of the several States of the United
States;

(2) as determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary, the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the
United States Virgin Islands, and Guam; and

(3) with the concurrence of the Secretary
and the Secretary of State, any other posses-
sion or area over which the United States ex-
ercises jurisdiction, control, or sovereignty.

(f) COOPERATION WITH SECRETARY OF COM-
MERCE.—

(1) INFORMATION PROVIDED TO SECRETARY OF
AGRICULTURE.—On a written request by the
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Commerce may provide to the Secretary of
Agriculture any information collected under
title 13, United States Code, that the Sec-
retary of Agriculture considers necessary for
the taking of a census or survey under this
section.

(2) INFORMATION PROVIDED TO SECRETARY OF
COMMERCE.—On a written request by the Sec-
retary of Commerce, the secretary of Agri-
culture may provide to the Secretary of
Commerce any information collected in a
census taken under this section that the Sec-
retary of Commerce considers necessary for
the taking of a census or survey under title
13, United States Code.

(3) CONFIDENTIALITY.—Information ob-
tained under this subsection may not be used
for any purpose other than the statistical
purposes for which the information is sup-
plied. For purposes of sections 9 and 214 of
title 13, United States Code, any information
provided under paragraph (2) shall be consid-
ered information furnished under the provi-
sions of title 13, United States Code.

(g) REGULATIONS.—A regulation necessary
to carry out this section may be promul-
gated by—

(1) the Secretary of Agriculture, to the ex-
tent that a matter under the jurisdiction of
the Secretary is involved; and

(2) the Secretary of Commerce, to the ex-
tent that a matter under the jurisdiction of
the Secretary of Commerce is involved.’’.
SEC. 3. REPEAL OF SUPERSEDED PROVISION.

(a) REPEAL.—Section 142 of title 13, United
States Code, is repealed.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—
(1) Subchapter II of chapter 5 of title 13,

United States Code, is amended by striking
the subchapter heading and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘‘SUBCHAPTER II—POPULATION,
HOUSING, AND UNEMPLOYMENT’’.

(2) The analysis of chapter 5 of title 13,
United States code, is amended—

(A) by striking the item relating to section
142; and

(B) by striking the item relating to the
heading for subchapter II and inserting the
following:
‘‘SUBCHAPTER II—POPULATION, HOUSING, AND

UNEMPLOYMENT’’.
(C) CROSS REFERENCE.—Section

343(a)(11)(F) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
1991(a)(11)(F)) is amended by striking ‘‘taken
under section 142 of title 13, United States
Code’’.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section and the
amendments made by this section shall take
effect October 1, 1998.
SEC. 4. CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.

(a) INFORMATION PROVIDED TO SECRETARY
OF AGRICULTURE.—

(1) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE INFORMATION.—
Section 9(a) of title 13, United States Code, is
amended by inserting after ‘‘chapter 10 of
this title’’ the following: ‘‘or section 2(f) of
the Census of Agriculture Act of 1997’’.

(2) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.—Sec-
tion 1770(d) of the Food Security Act of 1985
(7 U.S.C. 2276(d))is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of para-
graph (8);

(B) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (9) and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(10) section 2 of the Census of Agriculture

Act of 1997.’’.
(b) INFORMATION PROVIDED TO THE SEC-

RETARY OF COMMERCE.—Section 1770 of the

Food Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 2276) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(e) INFORMATION PROVIDED TO SECRETARY
OF COMMERCE.—This section shall not pro-
hibit the release of information under sec-
tion 2(f)(2) of the Census of Agriculture Act
of 1997.’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia [Mr. GOODLATTE] and the gen-
tleman from Texas [Mr. STENHOLM]
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia [Mr. GOODLATTE].

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 2366 is a short
bill. It simply transfers the authority
to conduct the census of agriculture
from the Secretary of Commerce to the
Secretary of Agriculture, and elimi-
nates this authority from the Sec-
retary of Commerce as of October 1,
1998. In order to cope with the continu-
ing move to streamline and downsize
Federal agencies, it has become appar-
ent that moving the authority to con-
duct the census of agriculture from the
Census Bureau in the Commerce De-
partment to the USDA makes sense
from both an administrative and cost-
effective point of view.

In fact, the fiscal years 1997 and 1998
agriculture appropriations bills have
already shifted funding for the census
of agriculture to the USDA rather than
the Department of Commerce. By mov-
ing the authority to conduct the cen-
sus over to the USDA, it allows the De-
partment of Commerce to free up funds
otherwise obligated for this census,
eliminates the need for a specific line
item in the Commerce Department’s
appropriation, and locates the census
at the agency with the biggest interest
in information collected from the cen-
sus, without precluding the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture from working
with the Commerce Department on ac-
tually getting the work done.

Madam Speaker, I would like to ac-
knowledge the assistance of the De-
partment of Agriculture in producing
this transfer, and I would also like to
thank the Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight for their co-
operation in developing this legisla-
tion.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. STENHOLM. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 2366, the Cen-
sus of Agriculture Act of 1997, is, as has
been explained, legislation that would
shift the authority to carry out a cen-
sus of agriculture from the Commerce
Department to the Department of Agri-
culture. Similar legislation, H.R. 3665,
passed the House last year.

The interest in shifting the agri-
culture census from the Commerce De-
partment to USDA has occurred be-
cause of budget pressures being felt by
the Census Bureau, and USDA’s inter-
est in including the agriculture census
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